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1. Wives should                                                             their husbands. 
Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to 

the Lord. 
 

Luke 2:51  Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to 

them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
 

I Peter 3:1-2 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own 

husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won 

over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the 

purity and reverence of your lives.   
 

Ephesians 5:33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves 

himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Husbands should                                          their wives. 
Ephesians 5:25-27 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 

church and gave Himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by 

the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to 

Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless. 
 

I Peter 3:7  Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your 

wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs 

with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your 

prayers. 
 

Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head 

of the church, His body, of which He is the Savior.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. The                                        should submit to                                                . 
Ephesians 5:24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 

submit to their husbands in everything. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The Lord speaks to the Church through                                                       . 
II Timothy 3:16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. 

 

 

 

 

5. Wives should                                          their husbands. 
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 

you, so you must love one another.” 
 

 

 

 

6. Husbands should                                                          their wives. 
Ephesians 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 

 

 

 

7. Husband and wife are                                                                  . 
Ephesians 5:31  “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”  
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1. Wives should submit to their husbands. 
Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own 

husbands as you do to the Lord. 

 What does it mean for a wife to submit to her husband? 
 Old country song by Tom T. Hall. 

Put another log on the fire.  
Cook me up some bacon & some beans 
And go out to the car & change the tire. 
Wash my socks and sew my old blue jeans. 
Come on baby you can fill my pipe & then go fetch my 
slippers 
And boil me up another pot of tea. 
Then put another log on the fire, babe, 
And come & tell me why you're leaving me 

 Is that what it means to submit? To be servile? Obsequious? 

A door-mat? Exploited? 

 What happens in a situation like mine, where my wife is 

smarter, more capable, more competent than I am in most 

areas? 

 Maybe we get a better idea of Christian submission if we look 

at Luke 2:51. 
 

Luke 2:51  Then he went down to Nazareth with them and 

was obedient ὑποτασσόμενος to them. But his mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 

 Jesus was God incarnate. He was the Eternal Word of God 

made flesh. He was Emmanuel, God with us.  



 Jesus would heal the sick and raise the dead and walk on 

water and cast out demons and rise from the dead and save 

the world! 

 He was in no way inferior to Joseph and Mary, but in 

humility He submitted Himself to them. 

 Obeyed: Cleaned His room, took out the garbage, washed the 

dishes.  

 Showed them respect and courtesy. 
 

I Peter 3:1-2 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to 

your own husbands so that, if any of them do not 

believe the word, they may be won over without words 

by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the 

purity and reverence of your lives.   
 In this verse submission seems to have more to do with 

purity and reverence than servility.  
 

Ephesians 5:33 However, each one of you also must love 

his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect 

her husband. 

 This verse seems to equate submission with respect. I think 

that’s not bad.  

 Maybe sometimes when wives have a hard time with the idea 

of submission, that shows up in disrespectful behavior. 

 Most men need respect and encouragement.  

 The mayor of Pittsburgh. 

 A submissive wife is not a worthless slave – no more than the 

good wife we read about in proverbs 31. 

  But she supports her husband, encourages her husband. 

 

TR. But this passage also says something very important to 

husbands. 



2. Husbands should love their wives. 
Ephesians 5:25-27 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her 26 to 

make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with 

water through the word, 27 and to present her to 

Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 

or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

 What does it mean for a husband to love his wife? 

 Tom T. Hall, Put Another Log on the Fire. Verse 

Now don't I let you wash the car on Sunday 

And don't I warn you when you're gettin fat? 

Ain't I a gonna take you fishin' with me someday? 

Well a man can't love a woman more than that 

 I remember the first time I read this passage. Great deal! 

 I had no idea about  

“Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it 

is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 

wrong, but rejoices in the right.  Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

(I Corinthians 13:4-7) 
 

 Look at how Christ loves the church – sacrificially. 

 Gospel. 
 

 So husbands are to love their wives sacrificially. 

 It seems to me this passage is much harder on husbands 

than on wives! 

 How can I demand that she submit to me unless I can show 

her the scars on my hands, and feet, and side? 

 Husbands, don’t get her. Get mad at me. Paul. Holy Spirit.  

 Don’t get mad at all. But be convicted and resolved. 



 Being a Christian husband is tough. Demanding. It takes a 

real man. 

 Further, the vitality of a man’s own spiritual life, the quality 

of his intimacy with God, the power of his prayers is 

contingent on how he treats his wife. 

I Peter 3:7  Husbands, in the same way be considerate as 

you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as 

the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the 

gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your 

prayers. 

 Do you want power in your prayers? Unload the dishwasher. 

Fold the laundry. Be kind to your wife. Make sure she knows 

you love her. 

 Then we can talk about being “Head of the Household.” 
 

Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife as 

Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which He 

is the Savior.  

 There is such a thing as spiritual headship or spiritual 

leadership that a husband is supposed to provide. 

 Remember Ephesians 5:25-27 25 Husbands, love your 

wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her 26 to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 

through the word, 27 and to present her to 

Himself as a radiant church, without stain or 

wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 

blameless. 

 Husbands love their wives to help them become holy! 

 Pat’s holiness is my responsibility. 



 My children’s holiness was my responsibility when they were 

growing up. 

 Honestly I don’t understand it, but after more than 35 years 

of pastoral ministry, I find it to be true. 

 When a husband takes responsibility for spiritual leadership 

in a family, and the wife supports him, it works far better 

than when the wife tries to do it by herself. 

 

Paul continually compares marriage to the relationship between 

Christ and the Church. 

3. The church should submit to Christ. 
Ephesians 5:24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so 

also wives should submit to their husbands in 

everything. 

 Perhaps the biggest problem in the world today is that Christ 

has an unsubmissive wife. 

 When the church lives in deep intimacy with Jesus, His will 

becomes our will. His desire is our desire. His goals are our 

goals. 

 If He says make disciples, we make disciples.  

If He says to tithe, we tithe.  

If He says to Read the Word & pray, we read the Word & pray. 

 In intimacy, we come to share His goals, will and desires as if 

they were our own. And in fact, they are. 

 Then it is easy to obey Him, to submit to Him.  

 

4. The Lord speaks to the Church through Scripture. 
II Timothy 3:16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness. 



 Sometimes the Church is willing to ignore the Scriptures to 

follow their own agenda.  

 Sometimes the Church decides to water down God’s Word in 

order to conform to the culture. 

 Sometimes the Church wants to rebuke and correct the 

Scriptures instead of the other way around. 

 We see this to an alarming degree in our age. 

 This is a passage of Scripture that has been misinterpreted 

and even abused.  

 It has been used to undergird a completely non-Christian 

culture of male dominance. Even of oppression and abuse. 

 What a tragedy! God’s way is so much better. 

God’s loving way is always infinitely better. 

 Wives, submit to your husbands. Husbands, love your wives 

as Christ loves the church. 

 

TR. So does all this mean a wife doesn’t have to love her husband? 

5. Wives should love their husbands. 
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another.” 
 

6. Husbands should submit to their wives. 
Ephesians 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for 

Christ. 

 In fact the word for “submit” doesn’t even appear in verse 

22! 

 Danny and Lauren’s Wedding. Footwashing. 

 

 



 

 

7. Husband and wife are one flesh. 
Ephesians 5:31  “For this reason a man will leave his 

father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 

two will become one flesh.”  

 Two trees. (Bill and Patty Lee) 

 What does mutual love look like in a “one flesh” 

relationship? 

 What does mutual submission look like in a “one flesh” 

relationship? 

 When husbands and wives live together in deep, spiritual 

intimacy, they share the same desires, goals, values.  

 Then mutual love and submission come naturally. 
 And the key is reverence to Christ. Making Jesus Christ the 

center of your relationship. 

 It seems to me that the best way to get a biblical wife is to 

strive to be a biblical husband. Love her sacrificially. 

 Likewise, the best way to get a biblical husband is to strive to 

be a biblical wife. Respect him. Encourage him. Honor him. 

 Remember I Peter 3:1-2 Wives, in the same way submit 

yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of 

them do not believe the word, they may be won 

over without words by the behavior of their wives, 
2 when they see the purity and reverence of your 

lives.   
 

 

 

 



 Let me share with you from my experience. 
 First, neither Pat nor I are perfect at this. Sometimes I 

selfishly try to get my own way, either by demanding 

domination or manipulation. And sometimes Pat tries to get 

her own way, either by demanding domination or 

manipulation. 

 When either of us does this, we sin. We are not submitted to 

Christ. 

 And she is much better at submitting to me than I am to 

loving her like Christ loves the church. 
 

 Tell story of how we moved to Florida. Hope Larsen. 

 Started WPC w/ amazing experiences and blessings. 

 Kids grew up going to Disney and watching space ships go up 

from our back yard. 

 Here for the deaths of 4 family members. 

 God has blessed that one decision so richly. 

 It came because we try – Imperfectly – to have a biblical 

marriage. 

 We try to submit to one another out of reverence to Christ. 

 Submit to one another out of reverence to Christ. Amen. 


